
Identifying Unknown Source Area

GORE™ SURVEYS
ENVIRONMENTAL SITE ASSESSMENT

Site Background & Geology
Location: Southwest US (Arizona)

Property: Dry cleaner 

Soil: Shallow soils and fractured granite 
(surface to depth); low organic content

Groundwater: 90 ft

History:
- Former residential site converted to commercial
- Known heavy PCE usage as early as 1995
- 1997: PCE detected in drinking water 
wells nearby
- 1998: Video inspection of sewer line; 
soil samples and soil gas samples collected;
inconclusive results
- 2000: GORE™ Survey to delineate source 
and extent of groundwater contamination

Figure 1 

GORE™ Survey
• 55 GORE™ Modules

• Avg. 25 ft. grid sample spacing

• Focus in and around dry cleaner, 
adjacent parking lot and along sewer 
lines in nearby streets

• Modules installed beneath asphalt, 
building slab and in sewer trenches

• 3-ft. install depth

• 10 - 14 day exposure

• Modified EPA method 8260/8270
GC/MS analysis at Gore labs

Survey Results
• Suspected PCE source area at dry 

cleaner site confirmed

• Previously unidentified source of 
TCE found, identified as abandoned 
septic system remaining from residential
use of property

• Later noted that TCE was commonly used
to flush septic system

• GORE™ Survey identified TCE source area
for inclusion in remediation plan

C A S E  H I S T O R Y

The GORE™ Survey not only confirmed the PCE source area at the dry cleaner site (fig. 1), 
but also identified a formerly unknown source of TCE at an abandoned septic site (fig. 2).

Figure 2 
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The optimal performance of any Gore product is dependent upon how it is incorporated into the final device. Please contact one of our technical sales associates for application assistance.
GORE and designs are trademarks of W. L. Gore & Associates     © 2005 W. L. Gore & Associates, Inc.     LIT420.0 0905

www.gore.com/surveys W. L. Gore & Associates, Inc. 
100 Chesapeake Blvd. 
Elkton, MD 21921 
Tel. 1-800-542-3428 

1-410-392-7600
Fax. 1-410-506-4780

Sale Offices:
Europe:+49-89-4612-2198 
Houston:1-281-405-5540 
San Francisco:1-415-648-0438

Email: environmental@wlgore.com

GORE™ SURVEYS FOCUSING YOUR REMEDIATION EFFORTS.
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